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21
st
 January 2019 

 

Dear Parents and carers, 

A very Happy New Year to you all!  P6/7M have another busy term ahead.  I hope you find this 

newsletter informative – please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions. 

 

Literacy & English 

Reading & Writing 

Our core reading will use various pieces of fiction, mainly novels.  We will practise using our 

higher-order thinking skills when discussing the text.  Characterisation and point of view will also 

be an important focus.  Through our topic work we will consider fact, opinion, bias and persuasion. 

Our extended writing will tie in with bias and persuasion, using both imaginative and personal 

pieces. 

 

Head Teacher’s Writing Challenge 

This comes to an end this Friday.  HT challenge jotters (red) should be handed in to Mrs Laird on 

Friday (25
th

 January.)  Any pieces on Google Docs should be shared with 

kerrie.laird@glenurquharthigh.org.uk by then.  All pupils who have written a piece-per-week 

will receive a star writer pencil.  One P6 and one P7 will receive a £10 book token.  Good luck 

P6/7M! 

Spelling    

P6/7 have become familiar with our new “Wraparound Spelling” approach and will be able to share 

some activities with you as part of their homework this term.  Each week, the whole class focuses 

on the same spelling pattern, using different word lists.  Each day has a different focus and 

reinforces a different spelling strategy. 
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Numeracy & Mathematics 

Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 

P6/7 will extend their understanding and range of techniques to carry out the four operations.  We 

will focus on addition and subtraction for the first half of term, moving on to multiplication and 

division in March.  Pupils can use their maths packs, Activelearn accounts or Education City at 

home to support this learning. 

Time  

P6/7 will work with Mrs James to improve their skills in reading and recording time in both 12 hour 

and 24 hour notation and converting between the two.  They will also practise converting minutes 

into hours and minutes, and seconds into minutes and seconds. 

 

Health & Well being 

Substance Misuse 

Each Wednesday afternoon, P6/7 will learn about the effect that a range of substances including 

tobacco and alcohol can have on the body, the mind and relationships. 

P7 Resilient Kids  

P7s will receive six sessions of the Resilient Kids programme between February and April.  This 

programme helps children to prepare for the transition to secondary school.  The programme uses 

discussion and role-play to help pupils to explore the different situations and emotions they might 

experience as they move into S1.  The P7s from P6/7M will work with Miss Mullin.  (The P7s from 

P6/7D will work with Miss MacDonald.) 

Paired Reading 

Having previously completed four training workshops, P6/7M will lead fortnightly paired reading 

sessions with P3/4.  The P6s will also have the chance to lead six paired reading sessions with P4/5 



pupils from February – April.  This is a valuable leadership opportunity which will also develop the 

P6/7s’ literacy skills. 

PE    

We will continue to have P.E on Thursdays.  This term the pupils will develop their benchball 

skills before studying creative dance and then gymnastics.  Pupils are welcome to keep their PE kits 

on their cloakroom pegs or in their trays.   

Topic 1: The Scottish Wars of Independence  (January – February) 

As this topic is set during the Middle Ages / Medieval Period, pupils will learn about feudalism and 

the plight of peasants in this era.  They will learn about the significance of the deaths of Alexander 

III and the Maid of Norway, the lives of Sir William Wallace, Andrew de Moray and King Robert 

the Bruce, and the legacy of The Declaration of Arbroath.  They will listen to Scottish folk songs 

inspired by this period, and will consider bias within primary and secondary sources of evidence.  

The pupils have a particular interest in medical care during this period (!) – any resources or advice 

would be much appreciated. 

Religious and Moral Education  

Mrs Laird will work with the class to facilitate discussion and debate around equality and diversity 

issues.  The children have already started to find out about the life and views of Malala.  Miss 

Mullin will support the boys and girls to examine current values and issues within religious and 

non-religious views about equality, social class, caste and social mobility.   

 

 Modern Languages: French and Gaelic  

P6/7M are learning how to talk about countries and nationalities in French.  They are also learning 

how to talk about pets and animals.  Later in the term they will learn about classroom objects and 

will be able to understand and carry out more complicated classroom instructions.  In Gaelic, pupils 

will look at families, food and pets/animals.   

Sciences  

This term, P6/7 are aiming to earn a SuperStar CREST Award.  “SuperStar Awards are a great 

introduction to problem-solving in STEM. They offer children the opportunity to learn through 



hands-on challenges by exploring the world around them.”  Throughout this term, P6/7 pupils will 

complete eight x one hour STEM challenges.  Four challenges will link with Space/Processes of 

Planet Earth – the main topics of Mrs Mann’s lessons this term.  Pupils will also complete four 

challenges with Miss Mullin during British Science Week (8
th

 – 17
th

 March,) the main theme for 

which is “journeys.” 

For more information, please visit:  

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/  https://www.crestawards.org/crest-superstar 

 

Class Blog 

Please remember to look at the class blog for learning and event updates via  

http://www.glenurquhartprimary.org.uk/ or visit https://1819glenu67mullin.wordpress.com 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Miss Kirstine Mullin and Mrs Lisa James 

P6/7M Class Teachers 
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